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Proclaiming support for modernization in medical training, equip-
ment, and services, the PRC has also emphasized the role of Chinese
Traditional Medicine, while resisting WHO calls for disclosure of
raw data, lab records, and case files. China’s posture will require a
measure of accommodation in global efforts to contain the pandemic
and prepare for future outbreaks, combined with renewed efforts to

improve cooperation and transparency.
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Introduction

China’s alienation from the rules-based inter-
national order combines themes of historical
grievance with assertions of China’s new-found
power and influence, as affirmed by President Xi
Jinping in July 2021 at the 100" anniversary of
the founding of the Communist Party of China
(CPC), for which he serves as General Secretary:
“...the time in which the Chinese nation could be
bullied and abused by others was gone forever...
we will never allow any foreign force to bully,
oppress, or subjugate us.”! This has affected
China’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Beijing has resisted international investigations
into COVID-19’s origins while vehemently
defending the effectiveness of its own pandemic
control policies. The international community
should continue to pursue efforts to improve the
PRC government’s transparency and responsive-
ness, while adding confidence-building measures
to induce better cooperation in global efforts to
contain the pandemic and prepare for future
outbreaks.

Contexts: Tensions with Global Health
Policy Drivers

China’s alienation from the international system
extends to its relationship with the global health
policy community, particularly the World Health
Organization (WHO) and its major donors. WHO
contributions in 2018-2019 from country donors
such as the United States ($853 million), the
United Kingdom ($464 million), Germany
($359 million), and Japan ($234 million) far
outstripped the contributions of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) of US$89 million
(ranked 15th among WHO donors—just above
Canada’s $87 million).? The WHO’s top donors
represent a community of global health policy
drivers against which much of China’s resistance
is aimed, underscored by recurring conflicts over
trade, human rights, and security.’ These tensions
continue despite China’s efforts to secure greater
influence with the WHQO’s leadership—the PRC
promoted the appointment of recent WHO
directors Margaret Chan (2006-2017) and
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (2017-)—who
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showed broad tolerance for China’s authoritarian
governance practices both generally and as they
relate to public health.

China’s COVID-19 response also involves
reaction to dynamics of modernization and colo-
nialization in global public health initiatives that
induce developing countries to adopt current
medical technologies and practices while also
intruding on local governance in public health.*
The WHO’s 13* General Program of Work
(2019-2023) exemplifies this tension.” While the
program’s measures on universal health coverage,
better protection from health emergencies, and
enjoyment of better health and well-being reflect
a broad consensus supporting the UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goals in modernizing public
health practices, its expectations on data and
recordkeeping challenge the authority of local
governments that restrict access to information
on health policy.

These issues are emblematic of China’s
conflicted relationship with the WHO. Just as
the WHO criticized China’s failure to cooperate
with efforts to combat the SARS virus nearly 20
years earlier,® China’s response to COVID-19 has
faced similar concerns.” Moreover, while the PRC
proclaims support for modernization in medical
training, equipment, and services, its resistance to
uncritical deference to Western medicine is evident
in ongoing efforts to promote Chinese Traditional
Medicine (TCM).® Belated recognition of TCM
by the WHO in 2019 signalled accommodation
of a sort, although it was criticized in the scien-
tific community and in some quarters blamed for
contributing to the COVID-19 pandemic.’ Thus,
even while seeking acceptance from the interna-
tional health policy community for promoting
“modern” standards of public health, China also
resists colonialist intrusion symbolized by requests
for raw data, lab audits, and case records informed
by allegiance to Western medicine. China was not
ranked on the global COVID Performance Index
due to a lack of data."

China’s Response to COVID-19
COVID-19 emerged in China in late 2019 as

multiple patients presented with fever and pneu-



China’s National
Health Commission
prohibited
publication of
information

related to the virus

monia at Wuhan hospitals, overwhelming emer-
gency facilities and alarming attending doctors.
Throughout the crisis, the regime grappled with
the twin challenges of curbing the infection
domestically and responding to international
calls for greater transparency on the virus’ origins.

China’s responses to COVID-19 reveal a layered

dynamic of (a) containment and control; (b) limited

disclosure; and (c) escalating resistance.!

Containment and control: On December
31,2019, the Wuhan municipal government
announced the coronavirus outbreak while
denying evidence of human-to-human transmis-
sion. Containment efforts soon followed. On
January 1, 2020, the Huanan Seafood Market,
considered the source for the infections, was
closed down. Wuhan was placed under lock-
down January 23. Widespread COVID-19
testing requirements soon followed.'* Beginning
in July 2020 and ramping up through mid-2021,
China embarked on a vaccination campaign that
started with emergency uses, then focused on
high-risk patients, and in March 2021 extended
to the entire population.'® China’s focus on
containing the virus through lockdowns, wide-
spread testing, and vaccination exemplified a
“Zero-COVID” policy that continues today.'
The PRC’s initial response to controlling
information on both the COVID-19 virus and
the disease echoed the experience of previous
health crises of HIV/AIDS and SARS, suggest-
ing the continued influence of political impera-
tives around secrecy and stability." Just after
the virus was announced, the Hubei Provincial
Health Commission ordered genome testing
companies to stop testing samples from Wuhan
and destroy them, while China’s National Health
Commission (NHC) prohibited publication of
information related to the virus, ordering labs to
transfer their samples to authorized but unspeci-
fied institutions or destroy them. The regime
cracked down on doctors like Li Wenliang and
other medical professionals for their early warn-
ings about the virus,'® and punished local Wuhan
journalists like Li Zehua and Zhang Zhan, and
social media blogger Fang Fang, for their report-
ing on local conditions."” The regime also retali-
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ated against establishment critics of its response
to the outbreak, such as property tycoon Ren
Zhigiang, Tsinghua law professor Xu Zhangrun,
and jurist Xu Zhiyong."®

The government’s initial response to the
pandemic was exemplified by an official opin-
ion issued by the Ministry of Justice (MO]J) on
law enforcement in the pandemic.'” The opin-
ion called for stricter enforcement of COVID-19
controls, including strengthening political and
Communist Party of China (CPC) oversight,
increasing severity and consistency in enforcing
pandemic lockdowns and mandates, empower-
ing law enforcement by administrative agencies
in addition to the police, imposing a “respon-
sibility system” setting quotas for COVID-19
law enforcement, and expanding measures for
protecting law enforcement personnel. In under-
scoring the importance of enforcing law enforce-
ment measures, the MOJ opinion exemplified the
regime’s initial response to the crisis: focusing on
containment and control.

Limited disclosure: Augmenting its initial
response of containment and control, the coun-
try began gradually to pursue limited information
disclosure. On January 6, 2020, China’s Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (CCDC)
announced internally a level-two emergency
response to the outbreak. On January 7, the
CPC Politburo Standing Committee received
directives from General Secretary Xi Jinping

on prevention and control of the illness. On
January 9, the WHO announced that Chinese
authorities had made a preliminary determina-
tion on the emergence of a “novel coronavirus.”
The CCDC published several viral sequences
of the virus on January 10 and shared a full viral
sequence with the NIH genetic sequence database
(GenBank) on January 11. On January 15, the
CCDC announced internally a level-one (high-
est level) emergency response to the outbreak.
China’s NHC confirmed publicly for the first
time on January 20 that the virus could be trans-
mitted between humans (although WHO inves-
tigators had determined as early as January 14
that human-to-human transmission was likely).
On January 21, People’s Daily reported on Xi
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Jinping’s “important instructions” given Janu-
ary 20 on responses to the virus, followed by
the launching of a Coronavirus Leading Small
Group under Premier Li Keqiang charged with
countering the outbreak.?” China also publicized
policy and regulatory measures to demonstrate
respect for international norms on disclosure
and cooperation.?!

On January 28, Xi Jinping met with WHO
Director Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus to
discuss a collaborative response to the crisis. In
February, the CCDC and the WHO issued a
Joint Mission Report accepting the zoonotic
origins of the virus involving human infection
from intermediary mammals such as bats and
pangolins sold in Wuhan’s live animal markets.”
The WHO praised China’s cooperation and
transparency, although doubts were raised as to
whether China had provided full data access.”® As
claims began circulating that the virus had leaked
from a lab at the Wuhan Institute of Virology,*
a second joint investigation was planned for early
2021. With caveats around the need for greater
data access, the WHQO’s January—February 2021
investigation report confirmed that the virus
likely spread through zoonotic transmission and
that “a laboratory origin of the pandemic was
considered to be extremely unlikely.”” Criticism
of the report soon followed as multiple observers
noted China’s initial refusal to permit entry by
WHO virologists participating in the 2021 inves-
tigation and criticized China’s apparent refusal to
provide full access to raw data on the outbreak.?
In July 2021, the WHO proposed a further inves-
tigation, as WHO chief Tedros conceded that
conclusions in the second joint WHO-China
investigation report discounting possible labora-
tory origins of the virus were premature in light
of incomplete data from China.”” A US investiga-
tion completed in October 2021 yielded incon-
clusive results as to whether the virus emerged
from a lab or was spread through zoonotic trans-
fer, in part due to lack of data.”®

China’s limited approach to information
disclosure was also evident in the State Council
Information Office White Paper of June 2020
summarizing “China’s efforts in its own fight
against the virus.”” The White Paper presented
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several timetables on China’s efforts to control
the pandemic. However, by beginning these on
December 27, 2019, the White Paper avoided
sensitive questions about regime conduct during
the initial discovery and response.’® The White
Paper’s claims about China’s transparency in
releasing COVID-19 information were contra-
dicted by well-documented conclusions to the
contrary.”’ The White Paper’s emphasis on infor-
mation disclosure “in accordance with the law”
elided the fact that China’s laws impose signifi-
cant restrictions on information disclosure.>* The
White Paper extolled the successful leadership
of Xi Jinping and the CPC, although respected
observers suggest that the CPC and Xi himself
likely compounded the challenges posed by the
pandemic.’” The White Paper lauded China’s
role in strengthening global governance in public
health, reiterating a persistent PRC theme on
global governance reform aimed at diluting the
existing rules-based international order and
endorsing China’s authoritarian governance
practices.’ At a time of increased demands for an
investigation into the origins of the coronavirus
in China, the White Paper called upon the inter-
national community to “resist scapegoating and
other such self-serving artifices, and stand against
stigmatization and politicization of the virus.”

Escalating resistance: As criticism of China’s
handling of the pandemic increased in frequency
and intensity, the PRC regime’s international
posture became more defensive and argumen-
tative. Following criticism of the second joint
China-WHO report, China rejected proposals
for further investigation as political and not based
on science.” In light of China’s support for his
WHO appointment, PRC commentators treated
as betrayal Director Tedros’ walking back of
initial conclusions citing zoonotic transfer rather
than “lab leaks” as the source of the coronavirus
outbreak and calling for further investigation.*®
China’s response to criticism included prodding
the WHO to focus attention on COVID-19
control rather than its origins, attacking propos-
als on investigating the origins of the virus as
politically motivated and unfair, and pursuing
“vaccine diplomacy” to strengthen support for
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China’s positions from developing countries.”
China reiterated its earlier calls for investiga-
tion of other possible country sources—particu-
larly the United States for allegedly weaponizing
the virus.*® The WHO has attempted to revive its
investigation into COVID-19 origins, although
this too may be derailed by China’s resistance.*
The PRC regime’s escalating resistance raises
questions about China’s commitment to coopera-
tion in managing the COVID-19 crisis as well as
future public health threats.

Ways Forward

PRC policy behavior around COVID-19 reveals
China’s alienation from the world health policy
community. Several steps should be taken to
induce stronger cooperation from China in
responding to this pandemic and others that
will inevitably emerge.

Addyress China’s conflicted relationship with
the international health system: Overcom-

ing China’s resistance to perceived colonialist
intrusion on health matters is essential to future
cooperation.®’ The WHO’s deference to sensi-
bilities of Xi Jinping and the PRC regime in
skipping the Greek letter Xi to name the current
variant of concern “Omicron”" reflects an appre-
ciation that optics are important in building
China’s confidence in the WHO’s good offices.
Efforts to demonstrate how cooperation with
the international health system can support PRC
goals on local development and social well-being
should continue. Linking cooperation on health
policy with the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals (that China has endorsed) can help reduce
concerns about the WHO serving as a vehicle for
foreign intrusion. Such approaches can support
public health specialists in China who advocate
for stronger international cooperation.

Temper efforts on origin tracing: Ongoing work
to determine the exact origin of the COVID-
19 virus will undoubtedly be useful in many
respects, not the least of which will be to caution
China that its efforts at concealment will not be
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rewarded. However, PRC perfidy on issues of
governance is of long standing and unlikely to
fade in the near term. Further investigations to
determine responsibility for the outbreak should
prepare for strong PRC resistance that may
undermine efforts to induce China’s coopera-
tion on pandemic response generally.” Reme-
dial measures responding to the two most likely
origins of the virus should also be pursued.
The potential for zoonotic transfer could

be restricted by stronger oversight (or even
disbanding) of live animal markets, which in
turn would support China’s food safety policies.
The potential for lab leaks could be curtailed
through stronger oversight, lab audits, and
training that in turn would assist China in its
policy goals of managing biosafety.

Set high standards for cooperation and trans-
parency: Much of the controversy surrounding
China’s response to COVID-19 has resulted
from resistance to investigations and a lack of
transparency.” WHO access to raw data, lab
records, and case files is essential to effective
pandemic response—now and in the future.
WHO should enforce high standards for coop-
eration and transparency by China and other
countries receiving assistance in pandemic
prevention and control. Such efforts would
support the data access goals of the WHO’s 13*
General Program of Work.

Emphasize treaty compliance in PRC public
health policy: China’s participation in the inter-
national health system involves performance of
treaty obligations associated with the WHO.
While efforts to develop a general treaty on
pandemic response remain a work in progress,
the WHO’s “International Health Regulations”
and “Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Frame-
work” provide important standards for informa-
tion disclosure and cooperation.” As with other
international relations issues where China’s record
on treaty compliance is decidedly mixed, claims
about state sovereignty have complicated China’s
COVID-19 response.“ China’s compliance with
WHO requests for health data, lab reports, and

44
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case files should be pursued as matters of treaty
compliance that obviate sovereignty claims,
rather than as questions of voluntary cooperation.
Empbhasizing China’s obligation to comply with
treaty standards on public health permits linkage
with efforts to improve PRC treaty performance
on other matters like human rights, climate
change, and trade.

Conclusion

China’s responses to the emergence of the
COVID-19 virus and resulting pandemic have
exhibited themes of containment and control,
limited disclosure, and escalating resistance, all
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of which speak to China’s alienation from the
international health policy community. Global
efforts to contain COVID-19 and manage future
pandemics will require firmness in holding China
accountable for cooperation and transparency in
public health practices and treaty compliance,
combined with measures toward accommodation
and confidence building that encourage China’s
cooperation on global public health crises. Given
the depth of China’s alienation, these steps will
not be easy. But they will become ever more
important in building effective global responses
to the COVID-19 crisis and to new global health
challenges that will inevitably emerge.

Notes

' Xi Jinping, Speech at a Ceremony Marking the Centenary

of the Communist Party of China, July 1, 2021, hetp://www.
xinhuanet.com/english/special/2021-07/01/c_1310038244.htm;
Jessica Chen Weiss, “Ours Will No Longer Be a Nation Subject
to Insult and Humiliation,” New York Times, September 28,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/28/opinion/sunday/
china-xi-foreign-policy.heml.

2WHO, Top 20 Contributors to the WHO for the 2018-2019
biennium, 2020, https://www.who.int/about/funding/contributors.

3 David Dollar, “Reluctant Player: China’s Approach to
International Economic Relations,” Brookings Institution,
September 14, 2020, https://www.brookings.edu/articles/reluctant-
player-chinas-approach-to-international-economic-institutions/;
“39 Countries at UN Express ‘Grave Concerns’ About China’s
Abuses,” Human Rights Watch, October 6, 2020, hteps://www.
hrw.org/news/2020/10/06/39-countries-un-express-grave-concerns-
about-chinas-abuses.

4Walter Bruchhausen, “Global Health in the Colonial Era: The
Expansion of European Medicine,” European History on Line
(EGO), May 15, 2020, http://ieg-ego.cu/en/threads/theories-and-
methods/knowledge-transfer/walter-bruchhausen-global-health-in-
the-colonial-era-the-expansion-of-european-medicine#section_10.

> WHO, Thirteenth General Program of Work 2019-2023,
2021, hteps://www.who.int/about/what-we-do/thirteenth-general-
programme-of-work-2019---2023.

¢ Thomas Crampton, “WHO Ceriticizes China Over Handling of
Mystery Disease.” New York Times, April 7, 2003, hteps:/[www.
nytimes.com/2003/04/07/international/asia/who-criticizes-china-
over-handling-of-mystery-disease.html.

7 Patrice Taddonio, “In Public, the World Health Organization
Praised China’s Early COVID Response. In Private They Had
Concerns,” PBS Frontline, January 26, 2021, hteps://www.
pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-public-the-world-health-
organization-praised-chinas-early-COVID-response-in-private-
they-had-concerns/.

8 Pratik Jakhar, “COVID-19: China Pushes Traditional Remedies
Amid Outbreak,” BBC News, June 29, 2020, hteps://www.bbc.
com/news/world-asia-53094603.

? Steven Salzberg, “Did the WHO’s Endorsement of Traditional
Chinese Medicine Cause The COVID-19 Pandemic?” Forbes, May
4, 2020, hteps://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensalzberg/2020/05/04/
did-the-whos-endorsement-of-tcm-contribute-to-the-covid-19-
pandemic/?sh=44b9a8a211c0.

' Lowy Institute, COVID Performance Index (March 13,

2021), hetps://interactives.lowyinstitute.org/features/ COVID-
performance/. Taiwan, obstructed by the PRC from participation
in the WHO, was ranked 3d on the CPI—an embarrassment

to Beijing that underscores its conflicted relationship with the
international health policy community.

" Priyanka Boghani, “A Timeline of China’s Response in the
First Days of COVID-19,” Frontline, February 2, 2021, hteps://
www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/a-timeline-of-chinas-
response-in-the-first-days-of~-COVID-19/; “The Coronavirus
Pandemic: A Timeline,” New York Times, March 17,2021,
https://www.nytimes.com/article/coronavirus-timeline.html; Yoel
Kornreich, “China’s Response to the Coronavirus Outbreak:
From Concealment to ‘All-Out-War,” Asia Pacific Foundation
of Canada, February 20, 2020, https://www.asiapacific.ca/
publication/chinas-response-coronavirus-outbreak-concealment-
all-out-war/; Liwei Zhang, Li Huijie, and Kelin Chen, “Effective
Risk Communication for Public Health Emergency: Reflection
on the COVID-19 (2019-nCoV) Outbreak in Wuhan, China,”
Healthcare, March 21, 2020, https://www.mdpi.com/2227-
9032/8/1/64/pdf.

12Sui-lee Wee and Elsie Chen, “After Months of a COVID Success
Story, China Tries to Tame Delta,” New York Times, August 4,
2021, hetps://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/asia/china-
delta-COVID-testing-outbreak.html


http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/special/2021-07/01/c_1310038244.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/special/2021-07/01/c_1310038244.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/28/opinion/sunday/china-xi-foreign-policy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/28/opinion/sunday/china-xi-foreign-policy.html
https://www.who.int/about/funding/contributors
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/reluctant-player-chinas-approach-to-international-economic-institutions/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/reluctant-player-chinas-approach-to-international-economic-institutions/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/06/39-countries-un-express-grave-concerns-about-chinas-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/06/39-countries-un-express-grave-concerns-about-chinas-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/06/39-countries-un-express-grave-concerns-about-chinas-abuses
http://ieg-ego.eu/en/threads/theories-and-methods/knowledge-transfer/walter-bruchhausen-global-health-in-the-colonial-era-the-expansion-of-european-medicine#section_10
http://ieg-ego.eu/en/threads/theories-and-methods/knowledge-transfer/walter-bruchhausen-global-health-in-the-colonial-era-the-expansion-of-european-medicine#section_10
http://ieg-ego.eu/en/threads/theories-and-methods/knowledge-transfer/walter-bruchhausen-global-health-in-the-colonial-era-the-expansion-of-european-medicine#section_10
https://www.who.int/about/what-we-do/thirteenth-general-programme-of-work-2019---2023
https://www.who.int/about/what-we-do/thirteenth-general-programme-of-work-2019---2023
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/04/07/international/asia/who-criticizes-china-over-handling-of-mystery-disease.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/04/07/international/asia/who-criticizes-china-over-handling-of-mystery-disease.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/04/07/international/asia/who-criticizes-china-over-handling-of-mystery-disease.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-public-the-world-health-organization-praised-chinas-early-COVID-response-in-private-they-had-concerns/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-public-the-world-health-organization-praised-chinas-early-COVID-response-in-private-they-had-concerns/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-public-the-world-health-organization-praised-chinas-early-COVID-response-in-private-they-had-concerns/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/in-public-the-world-health-organization-praised-chinas-early-COVID-response-in-private-they-had-concerns/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53094603
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53094603
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensalzberg/2020/05/04/did-the-whos-endorsement-of-tcm-contribute-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/?sh=44b9a8a211c0
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensalzberg/2020/05/04/did-the-whos-endorsement-of-tcm-contribute-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/?sh=44b9a8a211c0
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensalzberg/2020/05/04/did-the-whos-endorsement-of-tcm-contribute-to-the-covid-19-pandemic/?sh=44b9a8a211c0
https://interactives.lowyinstitute.org/features/COVID-
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/a-timeline-of-chinas-response-in-the-first-days-of-COVID-19/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/a-timeline-of-chinas-response-in-the-first-days-of-COVID-19/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/a-timeline-of-chinas-response-in-the-first-days-of-COVID-19/
https://www.nytimes.com/article/coronavirus-timeline.html
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/chinas-response-coronavirus-outbreak-concealment-all-out-war/
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/chinas-response-coronavirus-outbreak-concealment-all-out-war/
https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/chinas-response-coronavirus-outbreak-concealment-all-out-war/
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9032/8/1/64/pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9032/8/1/64/pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/asia/china-delta-COVID-testing-outbreak.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/04/world/asia/china-delta-COVID-testing-outbreak.html

'3 Smriti Mallapaty, “China is Vaccinating a Staggering 20 Million
People a Day,” Nature, June 9, 2021, https://www.nature.com/
articles/d41586-021-01545-3; PRC National Health Commission
(NHC), “Guowuyuan lianfang liankong jizhi 202 1nian 11yue
30ri xinwen fabuhui wenzi shilu” (Transcript of State Council
press conference of November 30, 2021 on joint prevention and
control), November 30, 2021, http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqtb/20
2111/53b53£738b8040ed85541b1ac96a58c6.sheml.

“Yuan Zhang, Chong You, Xin Gai, and Xiaohua Zhou,
“Perspectives: On Coexistence with COVID 19: Estimations
and Perspectives,” CCDC Weekly, in press 2021, http://weekly.
chinacdc.cn/en/article/doi/10.46234/ccdew2021.245.

'>Na He and Roger Detels 2005. “The HIV Epidemic in China:
History, Response, and Challenge,” Cell Research no. 15, pp.
825-832, https://www.nature.com/articles/7290354; Yanzhong
Huang, “The SARS Epidemic and Its Aftermath in China: A
Political Perspective,” in S. Knobler, A. Mahmoud, S. Lemon S,
etal., ed., Institute of Medicine (US) Forum on Microbial Threats
(Washington DC: National Academies Press, 2004). https://www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK92479.

'Gao Yu, Peng Yanfeng, Yang Rui, Ma Danmeng, Flynn
Murphy, Han Wei, and Timmy Shen, “In Depth: How Early
Coronavirus Signs Were Spotted and Throttled,” Caixin,
February 29, 2020, https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-02-29/
in-depth-how-early-signs-of-a-sars-like-virus-were-spotted-spread-
and-throttled-101521745.html; Stephanie Hegarty, “Chinese
Doctor Who Tried to Warn Others about the Coronavirus,” BBC
News, February 6, 2020, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-
china-51364382.

17“China COVID-19: How State Media and Censorship Took on
Coronavirus,” BBC News, December 29, 2020, https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-asia-china-55355401.

'8 Chinese Human Rights Defenders (CHRD),“Submission to
Joint Questionnaire by Special Procedure Mandate Holders on
Protecting Human Rights During and After the COVID-19,”
June 10, 2020, hetps://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/
COVID/NGOs/ChineseHumanRightsDefendersCHRD.docx;
Human Rights Watch (HRW), “China: Events of 2020,” 2021,
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/china-
and-tibet.

PRC Ministry of Justice, “Guanyu tuidong yange guifan
gongzheng wenming zhifa wei yiqing fangkong gongzuo tigong
youli fazhi baozhang de yijian” (Opinion on Promoting Strictly
Regulated, Just, and Civilized Law Enforcement to Provide
Forceful Legal Safeguards for Epidemic Prevention and Control
Work) (February 24, 2020) http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/
zhengceku/2020-02/25/content_5483027.htm.

2“Xi Jinping: Yao ba renmin qunzhong shengming anquan he
shenti jiankang fang zai diyi wei, jianjue ezhi yiging manyan
shitou” (Xi Jinping: We Should Put the Safety of People’s Lives
and Health First and Resolutely Curb the Spread of the Epidemic),
Renmin ribao (People’s Daily), January 21, 2020, heep://cpe.
people.com.cn/n1/2020/0121/¢64094-31557684.html; John
Dotson, “The CCP’s New Leading Small Group for Countering
the Coronavirus Epidemic — and the Mysterious Absence of

Xi Jinping,” Jamestown Foundation China Brief, February 5,
2020, https://jamestown.org/program/the-ccps-new-leading-
small-group-for-countering-the-coronavirus-epidemic-and-the-
mysterious-absence-of-xi-jinping/.

7

Analysis from the East-West Center

2 Qian Jiwei, “China’s Health Initiatives in the COVID-

19 Outbreak,” EAI Background Brief No. 1511, March 5,
2020, hteps://research.nus.edu.sg/eai/wp-content/uploads/
sites/2/2020/04/EAIBB-No.-1511-Chinas-health-initiatives-in-
the-COVID-19-outbreak.pdf.

2WHO, Report of the WHO-China Joint Mission on
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), February 16-24,
2020, heeps://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/
who-china-joint-mission-on-COVID-19-final-report.pdf.

# Jeremy Page and Natasha Khan, “On the Ground in Wuhan:
Signs of China Stalling Probe of Coronavirus Origins,” Wall
Street Journal, May 12, 2020, https://www.wsj.com/articles/
china-stalls-global-search-for-coronavirus-origins-wuhan-markets-
investigation-11589300842.

% Jaime Metzl, Open Letter to the World Health Organization
and the Members of its Executive Board, April 30, 2021, hteps://
jamiemetzl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Open-Letter-
to-the-World-Health-Organization-and-the-Members-of-its-
Executive-Board-1.pdf.

P WHO, “WHO-convened Global Study of Origins of SARS-
CoV-2: China Part” Joint WHO-China Study, January
14—February 10, 2021, pp. 111-120, https://www.who.int/
publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-
cov-2-china-part.

2Jon Cohen, “With Call for ‘Raw Data’ and Lab Audits, WHO
Chief Pressures China on Pandemic Origin Probe,” Science, July
17,2021, https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2021/07/who-chief-
sharpens-call-china-further-help-probe-origin-pandemic; “A
Joint WHO-China Study of COVID’s Origins Leaves Much
Unclear,” Economist, March 31, 2021, https://www.economist.
com/china/2021/04/03/a-joint-who-china-study-of~COVID-19s-
origins-leaves-much-unclear.

¥ Stephanie Nebehay, “WHO Proposes Fresh Coronavirus
Mission to China and Lab Audits,” Reuters, July 16, 2021, heeps://
www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/who-proposes-fresh-mission-
china-lab-audits-diplomats-2021-07-16/.

#US Office of the Director of National Intelligence (DNI)

2021. Updated Assessment on COVID-19 Origins, October 29,
2021, heeps://www.dni.gov/filessf ODNI/documents/assessments/
Declassified-Assessment-on-COVID-19-Origins.pdf.

¥ PRC State Council Information Office (SCIO), Fighting
COVID-19: China in Action, White Paper, June 7, 2020,
http://english.scio.gov.cn/whitepapers/2020-06/07/
content_76135269.htm.

3 April A. Herlevi, “Fighting the Battle for Pandemic Narrative:
The PRC White Paper on Its COVID-19 Response,” China Brief,
June 24, 2020, hteps://jamestown.org/program/fighting-the-
battle-for-the-pandemic-narrative-the-prc-white-paper-on-its-

COVID-19-response/.

' Michael Collins, “Blog: The WHO and China: Dereliction of
Duty,” Council on Foreign Relations, February 27, 2020, https://
www.cfr.org/blog/who-and-china-dereliction-duty.

*Human Rights in China (HRIC), Staze Secrets: China’s Legal
Labyrinth (New York: Human Rights in China, 2007), https://
www.hrichina.org/en/publications/hric-report/state-secrets-
chinas-legal-labyrinth.


https://research.nus.edu.sg/eai/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/EAIBB-No.-1511-Chinas-health-initiatives-in-the-COVID-19-outbreak.pdf
https://research.nus.edu.sg/eai/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/EAIBB-No.-1511-Chinas-health-initiatives-in-the-COVID-19-outbreak.pdf
https://research.nus.edu.sg/eai/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/EAIBB-No.-1511-Chinas-health-initiatives-in-the-COVID-19-outbreak.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/who-china-joint-mission-on-COVID-19-final-report.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/who-china-joint-mission-on-COVID-19-final-report.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-stalls-global-search-for-coronavirus-origins-wuhan-markets-investigation-11589300842
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-stalls-global-search-for-coronavirus-origins-wuhan-markets-investigation-11589300842
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-stalls-global-search-for-coronavirus-origins-wuhan-markets-investigation-11589300842
https://jamiemetzl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Open-Letter-to-the-World-Health-Organization-and-the-Members-of-its-Executive-Board-1.pdf
https://jamiemetzl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Open-Letter-to-the-World-Health-Organization-and-the-Members-of-its-Executive-Board-1.pdf
https://jamiemetzl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Open-Letter-to-the-World-Health-Organization-and-the-Members-of-its-Executive-Board-1.pdf
https://jamiemetzl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Open-Letter-to-the-World-Health-Organization-and-the-Members-of-its-Executive-Board-1.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-cov-2-china-part
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-cov-2-china-part
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-cov-2-china-part
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2021/07/who-chief-sharpens-call-china-further-help-probe-origin-pandemic
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2021/07/who-chief-sharpens-call-china-further-help-probe-origin-pandemic
https://www.economist.com/china/2021/04/03/a-joint-who-china-study-of-COVID-19s-origins-leaves-much-unclear
https://www.economist.com/china/2021/04/03/a-joint-who-china-study-of-COVID-19s-origins-leaves-much-unclear
https://www.economist.com/china/2021/04/03/a-joint-who-china-study-of-COVID-19s-origins-leaves-much-unclear
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/who-proposes-fresh-mission-china-lab-audits-diplomats-2021-07-16/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/who-proposes-fresh-mission-china-lab-audits-diplomats-2021-07-16/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/who-proposes-fresh-mission-china-lab-audits-diplomats-2021-07-16/
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/Declassified-Assessment-on-COVID-19-Origins.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/Declassified-Assessment-on-COVID-19-Origins.pdf
http://english.scio.gov.cn/whitepapers/2020-06/07/content_76135269.htm
http://english.scio.gov.cn/whitepapers/2020-06/07/content_76135269.htm
https://jamestown.org/program/fighting-the-battle-for-the-pandemic-narrative-the-prc-white-paper-on-its-COVID-19-response/
https://jamestown.org/program/fighting-the-battle-for-the-pandemic-narrative-the-prc-white-paper-on-its-COVID-19-response/
https://jamestown.org/program/fighting-the-battle-for-the-pandemic-narrative-the-prc-white-paper-on-its-COVID-19-response/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/who-and-china-dereliction-duty
https://www.cfr.org/blog/who-and-china-dereliction-duty
https://www.hrichina.org/en/publications/hric-report/state-secrets-chinas-legal-labyrinth
https://www.hrichina.org/en/publications/hric-report/state-secrets-chinas-legal-labyrinth
https://www.hrichina.org/en/publications/hric-report/state-secrets-chinas-legal-labyrinth
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01545-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01545-3
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqtb/202111/53b53f738b8040ed85541b1ac96a58c6.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqtb/202111/53b53f738b8040ed85541b1ac96a58c6.shtml
http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/article/doi/10.46234/ccdcw2021.245
http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/article/doi/10.46234/ccdcw2021.245
https://www.nature.com/articles/7290354
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK92479
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK92479
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-02-29/in-depth-how-early-signs-of-a-sars-like-virus-were-spotted-spread-and-throttled-101521745.html
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-02-29/in-depth-how-early-signs-of-a-sars-like-virus-were-spotted-spread-and-throttled-101521745.html
https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-02-29/in-depth-how-early-signs-of-a-sars-like-virus-were-spotted-spread-and-throttled-101521745.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51364382
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51364382
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55355401
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55355401
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/COVID/NGOs/ChineseHumanRightsDefendersCHRD.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/COVID/NGOs/ChineseHumanRightsDefendersCHRD.docx
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/china-and-tibet
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/china-and-tibet
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2020-02/25/content_5483027.htm
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2020-02/25/content_5483027.htm
http://cpc.people.com.cn/n1/2020/0121/c64094-31557684.html
http://cpc.people.com.cn/n1/2020/0121/c64094-31557684.html
https://jamestown.org/program/the-ccps-new-leading-small-group-for-countering-the-coronavirus-epidemic-and-the-mysterious-absence-of-xi-jinping/
https://jamestown.org/program/the-ccps-new-leading-small-group-for-countering-the-coronavirus-epidemic-and-the-mysterious-absence-of-xi-jinping/
https://jamestown.org/program/the-ccps-new-leading-small-group-for-countering-the-coronavirus-epidemic-and-the-mysterious-absence-of-xi-jinping/

3 Wengian Gao, “Xi Jinping is the Culprit of the Wuhan Epidemic,” Human
Rights in China, February 27, 2020, https://www.hrichina.org/en/press-work/
hric-commentary/xi-jinping-culprit-wuhan-epidemic; Yanzhong Huang,
“The Myth of Authoritarian Superiority: China’s Response to COVID-19
Revisited,” China Leadership Monitor, June 1, 2021, https://www.prcleader.
org/yanzhong-huang.

34Jessica Chen Weiss, “A World Safe for Autocracy? China’s Rise and the Future
of Global Politics,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2019, https://www.foreignaffairs.
com/articles/china/2019-06-11/world-safe-autocracy?cid=otr-july_august_
authors-061119.

¥ PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), “Wang Yi: COVID-19 Needs Origin-
Tracing and Political Virus also Needs Origin-Tracking,” July 25, 2021, hteps://
www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/cgadelaide/eng/zgxw/t1895013.htm.

3%¢Hui Zhang, “WHO Chief Succumbs to US-Led West’s Pressure in Virus
Origins Remarks,” Global Times, July 16, 2021, https://www.globaltimes.cn/
page/202107/1228863.shtml.

% PRC MFA, “Ministry of Foreign Affairs Holds Briefing on COVID-19 Origin-
Tracing for Diplomatic Envoys in China,” August 13, 2021, https://www.fmprc.
gov.cn/eng/wjbxw/202108/t20210813_9134672.html.

* Erika Kinetz, “Anatomy of a Conspiracy: With COVID, China Took
Leading Role,” Associated Press, February 14, 2021, https://apnews.com/article/
pandemics-beijing-only-on-ap-epidemics-media-122b73e134b780919cc180
83f6f16¢8; Lily Kuo, “China Backs ‘Comprehensive Review” of Pandemic,”
Guardian, May 18, 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/18/
china-facing-pressure-over-COVID-19-and-taiwan-at-world-health-assembly.

¥ Drew Hinshaw and Betsy McKay, “WHO Seeks to Revive Stalled Inquiry Into
Origins of COVID-19 With New Team,” Wall Street Journal, September 26,
2021, https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-seeks-to-revive-stalled-inquiry-into-
origins-of-COVID-19-with-new-team-11632657603.

8

Analysis from the East-West Center

% Abraar Karan and Mishal Khan, “Opinion: The Ghosts of Colonialism Are
Haunting the World’s Response to the Pandemic,” NPR, May 29, 2020, https://
www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/05/29/862602058/opinion-the-
ghosts-of-colonialism-are-haunting-the-worlds-response-to-the-pandem.

“"Verma Patel, “How Omicron, New COVID-19 Variant, Got Its Name,” New
York Times, November 27, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/27/world/
africa/omicron-COVID-greek-alphabet.html.

2 Jamie P Horsley, “Let’s End the COVID-19 Blame Game: Reconsidering
China’s Role in the Pandemic,” Brookings Institution, August 20, 2020, https://
www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/08/19/lets-end-the-COVID-
19-blame-game-reconsidering-chinas-role-in-the-pandemic/.

# Jasmine Wright and Chandelis Duster, “Blinken Criticizes China’s Failure to
‘Provide Real Transparency’ Earlier in Pandemic,” CNN, April 11, 2021, hteps://
www.cnn.com/2021/04/11/politics/blinken-taiwan-china-coronavirus/index.html.

#Jason Beaubien, “The WHO Is Seeking a New Treaty on Handling Future
Pandemics. It Could Be a Hard Sell,” NPR, November 28, 2021, https://www.
npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/11/28/1059025751/who-seeks-a-new-
treaty-on-handling-future-pandemics-it-could-be-a-hard-sell.

SWHO, International Health Regulations (2005) Third Edition, January 1, 2016,
hteps://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241580496; WHO, “Pandemic
Influenza Preparedness Framework,” 2021, https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/
handle/10665/44796/9789241503082_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y.

% Florian Schneider, “COVID-19 Nationalism and the Visual Construction of
Sovereignty During China’s Coronavirus Crisis,” China Information, August 4,
2021, heeps://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0920203X211034692.

About this Publication

The AsiaPacific Issues series reports on topics of
regional concern.

Series Editors: Elisa W. Johnston, Denny Roy,
and Sarah Wang.

The contents of this paper may be downloaded and

reproduced from the Center’s website. For information
about the series, please see the Center's website or
contact:

East-West Center
1601 East-West Road
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96848-1601

Publications@EastWestCenter.org
EastWestCenter.org/AsiaPacificlssues
ISSN: 1522-0966

© 2021 East-West Center

&W This paper was printed on
’ 100% recycled material.

Recent AsiaPacific Issues

No. 150 “Economic Diplomacy and Genocide in Xinjiang”
by Cullen Hendrix and Marcus Noland. November 2021.

No. 149 “A Changing Climate and Its Implications for
Health and Migration in the Pacific: Examples from the
Marshall Islands” by Laura Brewington, Kelli Kokame,
and Nancy Lewis. September 2021.

No. 148 “Hun Sen’s Mistake? The Domestic Political
Ramifications of His Chinese Shelter” by Charles Dunst.
April 2021.

No. 147 “Legal Identity and Statelessness in Southeast
Asia” by Christoph Sperfeldt. January 2021.

No. 146 “Can ASEAN Expand Vocational Training to
Help Workers Survive Automation and Al?” by William
“Whit” Lloyd. December 2020.

About the East-West Center

The East-West Center promotes better relations and
understanding among the people and nations of the
United States, Asia, and the Pacific through cooperative
study, research, and dialogue. Established by the US
Congress in 1960, the Center serves as a resource for
information and analysis on critical issues of common
concern, bringing people together to exchange views,
build expertise, and develop policy options. The Center
is an independent, public, nonprofit organization with
funding from the US government, and additional
support provided by private agencies, individuals,
foundations, corporations, and governments in the region.

EastWestCenter.org


mailto:Publications%40EastWestCenter.org?subject=
http://EastWestCenter.org/AsiaPacificIssues
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/publications/browse-all-series/asiapacific-issues
http://EastWestCenter.org
https://www.hrichina.org/en/press-work/hric-commentary/xi-jinping-culprit-wuhan-epidemic
https://www.hrichina.org/en/press-work/hric-commentary/xi-jinping-culprit-wuhan-epidemic
https://www.prcleader.org/yanzhong-huang
https://www.prcleader.org/yanzhong-huang
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2019-06-11/world-safe-autocracy?cid=otr-july_august_authors-061119
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2019-06-11/world-safe-autocracy?cid=otr-july_august_authors-061119
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2019-06-11/world-safe-autocracy?cid=otr-july_august_authors-061119
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/cgadelaide/eng/zgxw/t1895013.htm
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/ce/cgadelaide/eng/zgxw/t1895013.htm
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202107/1228863.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202107/1228863.shtml
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjbxw/202108/t20210813_9134672.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjbxw/202108/t20210813_9134672.html
https://apnews.com/article/pandemics-beijing-only-on-ap-epidemics-media-122b73e134b780919cc1808f3f6f16e8
https://apnews.com/article/pandemics-beijing-only-on-ap-epidemics-media-122b73e134b780919cc1808f3f6f16e8
https://apnews.com/article/pandemics-beijing-only-on-ap-epidemics-media-122b73e134b780919cc1808f3f6f16e8
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/18/china-facing-pressure-over-COVID-19-and-taiwan-at-world-health-assembly
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/18/china-facing-pressure-over-COVID-19-and-taiwan-at-world-health-assembly
https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-seeks-to-revive-stalled-inquiry-into-origins-of-COVID-19-with-new-team-11632657603
https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-seeks-to-revive-stalled-inquiry-into-origins-of-COVID-19-with-new-team-11632657603
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/05/29/862602058/opinion-the-ghosts-of-colonialism-are-haunting-the-worlds-response-to-the-pandem
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/05/29/862602058/opinion-the-ghosts-of-colonialism-are-haunting-the-worlds-response-to-the-pandem
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/05/29/862602058/opinion-the-ghosts-of-colonialism-are-haunting-the-worlds-response-to-the-pandem
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/27/world/africa/omicron-COVID-greek-alphabet.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/27/world/africa/omicron-COVID-greek-alphabet.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/08/19/lets-end-the-COVID-19-blame-game-reconsidering-chinas-role-in-the-pandemic/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/08/19/lets-end-the-COVID-19-blame-game-reconsidering-chinas-role-in-the-pandemic/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/08/19/lets-end-the-COVID-19-blame-game-reconsidering-chinas-role-in-the-pandemic/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/11/politics/blinken-taiwan-china-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/11/politics/blinken-taiwan-china-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/11/28/1059025751/who-seeks-a-new-treaty-on-handling-future-pandemics-it-could-be-a-hard-sell
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/11/28/1059025751/who-seeks-a-new-treaty-on-handling-future-pandemics-it-could-be-a-hard-sell
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/11/28/1059025751/who-seeks-a-new-treaty-on-handling-future-pandemics-it-could-be-a-hard-sell
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241580496
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44796/9789241503082_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/44796/9789241503082_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0920203X211034692




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		api_151_potter.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 12



		Failed: 17







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Failed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Failed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Failed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Failed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Failed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Failed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Failed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Failed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Failed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Failed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Failed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Failed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Failed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Failed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



